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Count Your Blessings
God won’t allow anything to come to you that hasn’t first been screened 

through His love.

Even challenges are a time for seeking His loving heart for you.

This phrase really resonated with me, particularly reflecting on a new year 
with the many challenges and obstacles that lay ahead. As we see the 
new Receptions, beginning a new year full of hope, fear and excitement, 
embarking on a new journey, it made me realise how we so often forget 
the challenges we have already overcome. In the chaos of everyday life, it 
can be challenging to appreciate what we have and be able to look to God 
for his guidance and strength. 

So, whilst setting new goals and facing the different obstacles that lay 
ahead, my biggest challenge is remaining grateful for God’s love and 
the many gifts that he brings. This is something that is also encouraged 
throughout the Bible. Last week, I was fortunate enough to be able to 
attend the Australian Open and truly witness a place of gratitude; Dylan 
Alcott, a Grand Slam champion in wheelchair tennis. This is a man who 
was born with a major obstacle and could have easily given up but instead 
expressed his gratitude for being able to use his platform and inspire 
other people, particular those with a disability.

Being grateful dispels fear and anxiety. By allowing our thoughts to 
concentrate on and rejoice in all the things that we have (and things 
that we may well take for granted), then there is less room for negative 
thoughts in our lives. We should all take a moment to thank God in our 
hearts and be mindful of what we have and what we can achieve. “God, I 
really am so grateful for these things”.

Submitted by Danielle Nak

Upcoming Events
WEEK 2

WED 5 FEBRUARY
• Parent Information Evening,Yrs 1, 4 & 5

   at 6:30pm

THURS 6 FEBRUARY
• Parent Information Evening,Yrs 2, 3 & 6

   at 6:30pm

FRI 7 FEBRUARY
• Welcome New Families Celebration

WEEK 3
TUE 11 FEBRUARY
• School Tour 9:30am

WED 12 FEBRUARY
• Installation of Student Leaders at Chapel

THU 13 FEBRUARY
• Last day for Scholastic Book orders

WEEK 5
TUE 25 FEBRUARY
• Shrove Tuesday

WED 26 FEBRUARY
• Ash Wednesday



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Reception 2020 first day

From the Principal
WELCOME TO NEW FAMILIES AND STUDENTS
Yesterday we welcomed our Reception students to their 
first week of school. Our senior students have been 
eagerly awaiting their arrival, very much looking forward 
to helping them settle into school routines.

In addition to our youngest students and their families, 
we also welcome a number of new school families 
with students in other year levels. We pray that you 
and your child/ren find yourself feeling at home in our 
school community. I extend my thanks to the numerous 
existing parents who volunteered to be ‘friendly faces’ 
to our new families. New families, please call or email 
the office or make use of your friendly face family any 
time you have a question. We are here to help you and 
your child.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
Our St Paul website calendar is up to date with all of 
the events for 2020. Updates will be made from time 
to time, however you can be confident of major events 
and term dates for your own diaries. This calendar will 
soon be updated on our St Paul App.

ACTING PRINCIPAL
As I am heading on leave next week, Mr Jason Fay 
will be taking on the role of Acting Principal. Our 
Administration Assistant, Natalie Broome, will be 
monitoring my emails and will forward any queries to 
the best person to respond to you in my absence. It’s 
likely that you’ll still see me around the school in my 
role as mum, however please direct work questions 
towards our school office. Have a wonderful Term 1!

2022 ENROLMENTS
In the coming weeks, Jason Fay will be conducting 
enrolment interviews for new families who have applied 
to enrol for Reception in 2022. We provide priority 
entry to siblings if we have their information on file. 
If you are a current family of St Paul and believe you 
may not have completed an enrolment form for your 

younger child, please ask at the office for a form as 
soon as possible. If you would like to check that you 
have a form in, please ask Natalie Broome to check for 
you: nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.au.

Vacancies for Reception fill quickly each year, however 
there are limited places for 2021, as well as places in 
some other year levels. If you have friends or extended 
family who are seeking a suitable place for their child’s 
education, we’d love you to direct them to us for a tour. 
Please see the Deputy Principal’s article for upcoming 
dates.

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION UPDATED
An updated fact sheet has been attached to our 
Inspire email for families. To begin the school year, 
our students have been reminded of hand washing 
before and after eating times, as well as the use of 
hand sanitiser where needed. Students in Years 3 and 
up will be prompted to regularly clean their iPads with 
antibacterial wipes.

Leila Mattner|Principal

From the Deputy Principal
With our Reception students starting this week we are 
well and truly back into the swing of things. Welcome to 
all of our newest students and families

HOMEWORK 
In late 2017, parents provided feedback to the school 
on the issue of homework. As we have a number of new 
families in all year levels, it is worth restating that this 
feedback overwhelmingly indicated 

•   Homework is an added extra to busy families and 
usually late in the evening

•   Homework is seen as of no benefit to the learning in 
class 

•   Parents are often unable to help with homework and 
this causes angst between parents and students

•   Play and family time are often lost to homework

•   Any homework should be quick and easy to complete

Staff reflected on the large amount of written feedback 

http://www.stpaulba.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/
mailto:nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.au


provided by families and committed to the following 
homework guidelines.

Reception to Year 2- The homework focus will be on 
students reading to parents (readers, key words etc.)

Year 3 and 4- Continuing the focus on reading but 
also asking students to practise and develop their 
knowledge of times tables. 

Year 5 and 6- Independent reading, times tables 
consolidation and inquiry project management.

Many of these homework tasks are oral and can be 
completed at flexible times. For example, using the 
drive to and from school or sports training to practise 
times tables and using story time before bed to practise 
reading. At Year 5 and Year 6, the inquiry projects 
are completed over longer periods of time and allow 
students to use their time in a flexible way whilst also 
developing their organisation skills for high school. If 
you have any questions about homework please see 
your child’s teacher. Open lines of communication 
assist in addressing homework related issues.

UPCOMING SCHOOL TOURS
There are a number of school tours coming up for 
prospective families. If you have any friends or family 
currently looking at schooling options for their children, 
at any year level, please encourage them to attend. 
Upcoming tours and times: Tuesday 11 February 
9:30am, Thursday 12 March 6:15pm, Wednesday 1 
April 9:30am, Thursday 7 May 6:15pm, Tuesday 26 
May 9:30am and Thursday 11 June 6:15pm. This is 
particularly important for families looking to enrol for 
2021 as there are limited places remaining.

If you would like to attend a school tour, please 
contact our Registrar, Natalie Broome to book a tour, 
nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
PARENT INFORMATION EVENINGS 
Please remember this week’s Parent Information 
sessions. Our teachers really value this chance to begin 
the school-home partnership each year. Your child’s 
classroom teacher will confirm the location of these 
sessions. If in doubt, please make your way to the 
child’s classroom and you will be redirected if needed. 
Entry to the school buildings will be via the front office. 
Due to the nature and purpose of these evenings, 
children should not be in attendance please.

Wednesday (tonight) February 5 February: Year 1, Year 
4 and Year 5. Session at 6:30pm. 

Thursday February 6 February: Years 2, 3 and 6. Session 
at 6:30pm.          

WELCOME TO ST PAUL CELEBRATION
Please join the St Paul Lutheran School community 
this Friday 7 February as we welcome the new families 
with a special afternoon celebration. A sausage sizzle 
and zooper doopers for the kids will be provided. All 
welcome!

STUDENT LEADERS’ INSTALLATION
On Wednesday 12 February the 2020 School Captains, 
our new Community Leaders and our SRC leaders will 
be installed at Chapel at 9.00am. 

2020 INFORMATION PACKS 
An information pack will be sent home soon with 
important information that the school requires for 
this year. In this pack you will find a yellow database 
form. Families with students in Year 3 and Year 5 have 
received information regarding the upcoming NAPLAN 
assessments. Every family must return the database 
form and update information which may have changed. 
If you have any questions, please contact the front 
office.

mailto:nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 


SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
If you wish to be a volunteer at St Paul Lutheran, you 
will need to collect a pack from the front office or 
alternatively contact the front office to get a pack sent 
home with your child. All volunteers require a valid DCSI 
or WWCC clearance and need to complete the Valuing 
Safe Communities training. All current registered 
volunteers will have a new badge sent home this week. 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact Carly Bergen cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au  

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY
Please note that our first whole school Assembly will 
be in Week 5 (Friday 28 February) led by the Year 4 
McMahon class. 

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
SPLASH NEWS
Welcome back to a new year at Splash. We started off 
the year with a very successful Vacation Care program 
and would like to thank all families who contributed to 
our bushfire fundraising events. Altogether we raised 
$632.40 for the AKR (Adelaide Koala Rescue). This 
money will go a long way in providing on-going care 
for the koalas affected in the fires. We will purchase 
the absorbent pads, and check with AKR if there is any 
other urgent items they require.  Going forward into 
the term we plan to start growing eucalyptus seedlings, 
which will be sent to the areas where they lost so much 
of the koala habitat. 

Once again many thanks.

SPLASH team

UNIFORM SHOP
Uniform shop hours for 2020:

Monday & Tuesday,        8:30am - 9:30am

                 3:00pm - 4:00pm

Wednesday & Thursday, 8:30am - 9:30am

Closed Fridays.

For orders outside shop hours, you can fill in an order
form. Forms are available next to the Uniform Shop.
Please place the order into the box and the uniform will
be put in your child’s class tray to go home as soon as
the order is filled.
Please ensure all items of clothing and any item that 
your child will be bringing to school on a regular basis is 
clearly labelled.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
The closing date for Issue 1 Scholastic Book Club order 
is Thursday 13 February. Orders can be placed online 
by going to www.scholastic.com.au

mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au   
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St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
CELEBRATION WORSHIP AND RECEPTION BIBLE GIFTING
Our first St Paul Celebration Worship Sunday is on Sunday 1 March at 
10am. On our Celebration Sundays we hold a special Worship Service for 
the whole St Paul Community.  The focus is on children and young people, 
in particular those from our St Paul School, and the service is run in a 
relaxed and family friendly format. 

Our services have a special theme and we have a planned Experience 
Event afterwards for families and children to participate in and enjoy in 
the Church Hall.  There is always plenty of fun for all ages, including food, 
activities, crafts and games.  

At this first Celebration Worship of the school year, we celebrate together 
by presenting to our Reception students their very own Bible, gifted from 
members of our St Paul Congregation.  A letter will be sent home this week 
inviting all reception families and more information about this very special 
service will follow in Inspire and around the school soon.

PLAYGROUP @ST PAUL 
Playgroup @St Paul is held each Tuesday during school terms, from 
9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall. Children 0-5 years and their parent or 
carer are invited to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing. Our 
theme for Term 1 is ‘A few of my favourite things’. All welcome. Come along 
and join the fun. Cost is $2.00 per family. Please bring a small snack for 
your child for snack time. 

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 is held on the first and third Friday 
of the month during school terms. Our first night back for Term 1 is this 
Friday 7 February. Time 7:00pm-9:00pm. Cost is $2.00. Supper provided. 
Any enquiries please contact Nicole on 0412 686 342.

GODLY PLAY AND PRE TEENS
Godly Play and Pre Teens are our two Sunday School programs at St Paul 
Lutheran Church and they are held on Sundays during the school terms.  
We start up Godly Play again for Primary aged children up to Year 4 in 2020 
on Sunday February 9 during our 10am service.  Pre Teens (children in 
Years 5-7) will resume for 2020 on Sunday February 16.  All welcome. If you 
would like more information, please contact Louise or Nicole.




